• POLICY Space-flight review: The US panel charged with reviewing NASA's human space-flight programme issued its final report last week, and warned that the current programme seems to be "on an unsustainable trajectory". Present funding doesn't match the space agency's targets, says the commission, which is chaired by ex-aerospace executive Norman Augustine. Many of its suggestions, such as bypassing human exploration of the Moon and scrapping the Ares-I rocket in favour of commercial space flights, had already been aired in public meetings (see Nature 460, 791; 2009).
European research reform:
The European Commission has agreed that a top scientist should lead the administrative and managerial activities of the European Research Council (ERC), in place of the commission's current appointee, economist Andreu Mas-Colell. The decision, announced on 22 October, came in response to a damning review of the ERC published in July (see Nature 460, 557; 2009), which called for immediate reforms to the council's management. Fotis Kafatos, president of the ERC, said that the commission's response was welcome but "not particularly revolutionary". See go.nature.com/Eh8n43 for more.
Nuclear vision: Germany's new coalition government will extend the lifespan of the nation's nuclear power plants -which last year produced around 23% of the country's electricity needsbeyond 2022. But the Christian Democratic Union and its junior coalition partner, the liberal Free Democratic Party, will not revise an existing ban on building new nuclear plants. In a 24 October policy plan, the coalition also agreed to "immediately" lift a moratorium on evaluating the merits of the Gorleben salt dome, a controversial storage site for nuclear waste.
Polar-bear protection:
The US Fish and Wildlife Service proposed on 22 October to designate around 500,000 square kilometres of "critical habitat" -96% of which is sea ice -for GM protests: Environmental groups are protesting after the Mexican government's 15 October approval of the first permits to plant experimental genetically modified (GM) maize (corn). Growing of GM varieties had previously been outlawed in the country, which is the homeland of domesticated maize. Mexican environmental and agricultural agencies say that they will keep plantings away from traditional 'landrace' maize, and will monitor the experimental crops closely before considering requests from agribusiness for fullscale GM maize planting. But researchers say that past landrace contaminations from illegal GM maize planting (see Nature, 456, 149; 2008) mean corruption of traditional genomes is inevitable.
• FUNDING Energy funding: The US Department of Energy has awarded $151 million to 37 research projects through the recently formed Advanced Research Projects AgencyEnergy (ARPA-E). Based on the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, ARPA-E is geared towards high-risk 'transformational' energy research that might not be funded through traditional science grants. Awardees included small businesses, educational institutions and
• RESEARCH
Scientific espionage: A former Los Alamos nuclear-weapons physicist says that he is under investigation for espionage. The researcher, P. Leonardo Mascheroni, spoke to the Associated Press on 22 October, two days after he says FBI agents raided his home. The bureau confirmed an "ongoing investigation" into his activities. Mascheroni, who worked in the lab's X Division in the 1980s, says that last year he gave unclassified informationwidely available on the Internet -to a man claiming to be from the Venezuelan government who asked for information about starting a nuclear-weapons programme.
HIV vaccine doubt:
Results of the largest-ever HIV-vaccine trial looked less impressive when full details were formally published last week (S. Rerks-Ngarm et al. N. Engl. J. Med. doi:10.1056/ nejmoa0908492; 2009) 
